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Introduction to the issue:  
Critical thinking

Weliveintheageofinformation.Theamountofinformationisoverwhelming
anditexpandsmoreandmorewitheveryyear.Naturally,notallinformation
isimportantorworthyofourattention.Weneedtheabilitytoevaluateand
selectusefulinformation.Thisneedispressingalsobecauseweliveinasocio‑
politicalrealitywherethetruthisaccompaniedorevenreplacedbypost‑truth,
alternativefacts,fakenews,propagandaorsheermanipulation.Weshouldbe
awareoftheseepistemicallyandmorallynegativephenomenaandtrytodefend
ourselvesagainstthem.Criticalthinkingskillscomeinhandyhere.Theyare
useful foreveryoneandturnouttobeespeciallybeneficial forstudentsand
researchers.Also,criticalthinkingmaycometotheaidoftherapists,politi‑
ciansorjournalists,sinceitservesasauniversaltooltoallthosewhohappento
faceconfusion,strongdisagreementandsocialconflict,toallwhoareengaged
in various forms of social communication. It is nowonder then that there
aremanymodelsofcriticalthinking,manytheories,concepts,andprograms
whichmaybesuccessfullyimplementedinaspecificcontext.Someofthem
willbediscussedinthisissue.

Criticalthinkingisusefulineverydaylifebutitisalsoembeddedinsci‑
entificandphilosophicalpractice.Scienceis,byitsverynature,criticalinthe
sense that itmustadhere tohighmethodological standardsandsubstantive
requirements.Moreover,scientificpracticeisacreativeactivity,forexamplein
formulatinghypothesesorcombiningalreadyknownmethods.Thisrequires
vigilance and self‑criticism.Criticismmay alsoprovoke somenew solutions
andbringaboutagenuinecontributiontothefield.Thesamereferstophi‑
losophyasadiscipline.Critiqueoftenleadstoverificationoftheassumptions,
methods,conceptualapparatusorargumentativerigour.Criticisminphiloso‑
phy,however,hasaspecialstatus;itisusuallyaprocessofcreativephilosophiz‑
ingwhichmayconsist,interalia,ingivingupsomeassumptionsandadopting
others,orinspecifyingandclarifyingconcepts,providingcounter‑arguments
orrevisingthem.
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TheauthorofthefirstarticleinthisissueofArgument: Biannual Philosophi-
cal Journalpresentsaphilosophicalandlogicalmodelofcriticalthinkingin
highereducation.Inhispaper,AndrzejDąbrowskidefendsaslimmed‑down
versionofcriticalthinking,that isonethatemphasizestheroleofanalysis,
evaluationandargumentationbutdoesnotembracesuch issuesasproblem
solving,decisionmakingorcreativethinking.Criticalthinkingtakesplacein
varioussituationsincludingthecommunicationcontext,hereregardedasthe
mostimportantone.Itmayincludescientificdiscussion,informationandcog‑
nitivedialogue,deliberativedialogue,persuasiveornegotiatingdialogue.Each
ofthesedialogicalsituationswillrequireaslightlydifferenttypeofanalysisand
argumentation.

Thesecondpaper,addressingtheleadingthemeoftheissue,presentsapsy‑
cho‑pedagogicalmodelofcriticalthinking.IwonaChaja‑Chudybaopenswith
thequestion“whyareweafraidofcriticism?”,anddiscussesindetailanum‑
berofinhibitors,suchas:1)emotionalandmotivationalbarriers,2)cognitive
barriers,3)personalitybarriers,4)theexternalbarriersofagiveneducational
environment, 5) social, cultural, ideological andpolitical barriers, 6) educa‑
tionalbarriers.Thetypologyandanalysisofinhibitorsofcriticalthinkingare
theresultoftheauthor’sempiricalresearchwithinthefieldofpsychologyand
pedagogy.Thisresearchalsopromptedtheauthortodevelopherownconcept
ofconstructivecriticismasaseparateformofthinkingwhichcombinesboth
thelogicalandanalytical,aswellasthecreativeelements.

MartijnH.Demollinarguesthatcorrelationsmerelysuggestthepresence
ofacausalrelation.Toshowthishejuxtaposesauthenticscientificdiscourse
withpopularsciencediscourse.Then,withthehelpofawell‑chosenexam‑
ple,theauthorshowsthatastrawmanfallacyhasbeencommittedinpopular
scientific literature.Demollinpersuasively introduceshisownargumentative
patternfortheargumentfromcorrelationtocause.Healsoformulateseight
criticalquestions:1)isthereapositiveornegativecorrelationbetweenAand
B?2)isthecorrelationbetweenAandBsignificant?3)isthecorrelationbe‑
tweenAandBnotduetomerechance?4)canweruleoutthatthereisthe
thirdvariableresponsiblefortheobservedcorrelationbetweenAandB?5)can
weruleoutthatBcausesA?6)dopremisesprovideanadequatesubstantiation
ofacausalrelationfromAtoB?7)doanyexceptionstothecausalrelationap‑
ply,andifso,cantheybeclearlydelineatedasexceptions?8)whenapremisein
theargumentismissing,doesthispreventavalidinferencetoacausalrelation?

ThenextpaperbyPawełSikorapointstothetimelinessofImmanuelKant’s
critical philosophy. Within the framework of the analytical philosophy of
mind,animportantdiscussiontakesplacetodayontheroleofconceptsand
experienceincognition,abouttheexistenceoftheconceptualandnon‑concep‑
tualcontentofperception.Kantclearlyposesthisproblemfirstwhenheasks
whetherthecontentoftheperceptionisfreefromconceptualrecognition,oris
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italwaysalreadycontainedinacognitivereferencetoit.Sikoraconsiderswhich
sideofthisdebatewouldhavebeensupportedbyKant.Intheauthor’sopinion
Kantisultimatelyaconceptualistdespitesomenon‑conceptualthemes.Sikora
placesKant somewherebetween strong conceptualism (in linewith the in‑
terpretationofWilfridSellars,JohnMcDowellandearlyJudsonBrewer)and
moderatenon‑conceptualism,notnecessarily inChristopherA.B.Peacocke’s
style,butneverthelessquiteanoriginalone.Inabroadercontext,thisarticle
canbetreatedasanexampleofaclashbetweenclassicalargumentsandsome
newoneswithinphilosophicaldiscourse.

JakubGomułka’sarticle isagoodexampleofcritical thinkingappliedto
theprocedureof argumentation and somemathematical issues.The author
presentsthreepointsofview,includingGeorgCantor’s,LudwigWittgenstein’s
andhisownthathelabelsasquietistconventionalism.AccordingtoCantor
therearedifferentactual infinities.Wittgenstein,ontheotherhand,rejects
theveryideaofactualinfinity.Hisinitialobjections,formedinthelate1920s,
werefurtherenhancedseveralyearslaterwiththechargeofthelackofapplica‑
tionofCantor’scalculus.Gomułkadistanceshimselffrombothofthem.He
claimsthatwecandefendCantor’stheoryandoperatewithcertainmathemati‑
caltechniquestakinganyassumptionswelikeaslongaswerestrainourselves
fromontologisingthem.

ThemainfocusofAdrianaWarmbier,theauthorofthesixtharticleinthe
topicalsection,isareflectiononthesubjectiveabilitytocreatevariouskinds
ofrulesandnormsorderinghumanaction.Thisisaquestionofnormativity
posedbyKantand later takenupbyothers, includingChristineKorsgaard.
Thelatterseekstoconsolidatenormativitybyrecognizingtworequirements
relatingto:1)theKantianthesisontheexistenceofauniversalwilland2) ac‑
ceptingthatthisuniversalwillisalawofself‑constitutionandassuchconsti‑
tutesaconstitutiveprincipleofaperson’sidentity.Wermbierclaimsthatthe
secondrequirementdefendedbyKorsgaard,whichintheauthor’sintentionis
tosupplementKant’stheory,isburdenedwithseriousproblems.Thisdifficul‑
tyresultsfromthelimitationsoftheproceduralconceptofrationalitywhichis
toleadtotheformulationofanunconditionalmoralnorm.

Thesubsequentthreepapersareindirectlylinkedwiththeproblemofcriti‑
calthinking.PawełDybeldiscussesselectedaspectsofthehistoryofpsychoa‑
nalysisinPoland1900–1939.Heisspeciallyinterestedintheinterconnections
betweenpsychoanalysisandpatriarchalism. Thearticlequestionsthewayin
whichEliZaretskycapturestheroleofFreud’spsychoanalysisintransforming
theself‑knowledgeofmodernsocietiesinhisSecrets of the soul.Accordingto
Zaretsky,inCentralEuropeancountries,Polandincluded,psychoanalysisthen
servedinthedemocratizationofsociallifeandledtothedestructionofthe
patriarchalorder;whileinWesterncountriesitbecamemedicated,becoming
atoolofsocialcontrol.
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Thenextauthor,PrzemysławSzczurek,presentsacriticalreconsideration
ofYudhiṣṭhira,aprotagonistoftheancientIndianepicMahābhārata,whois
referredtoasanidealrulerportrayedasaherofullofdoubtsandself‑criticism
astohisownstatusandduties.Szczurekdevelopshiscomparativeinterpreta‑
tiononthebasisofanintertextualanalysisofboththeHinduandBuddhist
sources.

Thenextpaperdealswiththeaestheticsasaphilosophyofart.MariaPop‑
czyk’scentralproblemisthebodyoftheviewerjuxtaposedwiththeimageof
thepainting;bothbodyandimageareconsideredtobeindependent,whichis
aconditionofanyfullyaestheticexperience.Shedemonstrateshow,through
phenomenology,pragmatismandthe ideaof incarnation,post‑Kantianaes‑
theticmaybeextended.

TheBook symposium, whose subject matter engages critical thinking in
asocio‑politicalcontext,withspecialfocusonthecurrentstateofAmerican
democracy,comprises twoarticles.AnandVaidya inhis reactionpaperpre‑
sentssomeinsightfulcommentsontherecentlypublishedmonographPolitical 
argument in a polarized age: reason and democratic life(2020)byScottAikin
andRobertTalisse.Vaidyaposessomechallengeswhicharesubsequentlyad‑
dressedbyAikinandTalisseintheircomprehensiveresponse.Theauthorsof
thebookbelievethat it isnotargumentassuchwhichshouldbotherus in
contemporarypolitics.Theproblemliesinargumentthatreallypolarizesand
doesnotallowustoseethosewithwhomwedeeplydisagreeaspeoplewho
evenhaveminds.ForAikinandTallise,thekeyquestionishowwecanengage
inrealdisagreementinwaysthatgiveduerespecttothepoliticalequalityof
others.The authors suggest that epistemology and critical thinking can be
helpfulindiagnosingpoliticalignoranceinamorenuancedmanner.Inother
words, epistemology and critical thinking canmakeusbetter inourpublic
engagements.

ThecolumnReview papers and polemics containstworeviewpapers:onebe‑
ingacritiqueofthesociologizationofcultureauthoredbyJanuszKrupiński,
andanotherbyAnnaSzklarskawhopresentsherdetailedreflectionsonthere‑
centlypublishedbook,Rewolucja Kartezjańska i inne eseje [TheCartesianrevo‑
lutionandotheressays]bytherenownedPolishphilosopherPawełKłoczowski.

ThepaperofAvaniSabadeincludedinthecolumnTeaching philosophy is
another contribution to the leading theme of the issue.While referring to
criticalthinkingSabadeusesthewidelyknownliteraryfigureofSherlockHol‑
mes.Asshebelieves,thisattractivefictionalcharactermaybeinstrumentalin
popularizingcriticalthinkingamongyoungpeoplemoreeffectively.Theargu‑
mentisthatSherlockHolmes’abilities,suchasbeingobservational,question‑
ing,imaginative,inferential,experimenting,consulting,proneonetoanalysis,
tojudging,decidingbutalsonotignoringemotions.Holmesisalsofamous
forandmaypromotesuchdispositionsasattentiveness,thehabitofinquiry,
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self‑confidence, courage, open‑mindedness, a willingness to suspend judg‑
ment,trustinreason,seekingthetruth.Alltheabovementionedcharacter‑
isticslargelyoverlapwiththeskillstaughtduringclassesoncriticalthinking.
TheauthorshowsthatSherlockHolmeshasalltheabilitiesanddispositions
selectedbyRobertH.Ennisexcept,perhaps,fortheemotionalabilities.

TheissuealsocontainsaPolishtranslationofapaperbyJacquesPoulain,
acontemporaryFrenchthinker,whoraisesaphilosophicalcritiqueagainstglo‑
balizationandterrorism.Thefinalcolumnincludestworeviewsofbooksnow
availableinPolisheditions:AndrzejDąbrowskidiscussesHarveySiegel’sCriti-
cal thinking and indoctrination, andAndrzejWarmiński has reviewedDenis
Dutton’sThe art instinct.
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