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Introduction to the issue:  
Philosophy in the late Middle Ages

Thepresentissueisdevotedtotheleadingtopic:Philosophy in the late Middle 
Ages.Inadditiontoarticlesconcerningthissubject,italsocontainseditionsof
14th‑and15th‑centuriesLatintextsbyvariousauthors.

Thefirstpaper—Pulchrumesse: The role of beauty in the educational pro
gramme of the Parisian St. Victor School byWandaBajor—isa studyofthe
Christianmodel of paideia that was raised in the 12th century. The article
startswitha generalinsightintoVictorine’spedagogicalmodel,focusingonits
creator’smostdistinguishedwork:theDidascalicon.Subsequentparagraphsare
primarilydevotedtoin‑depthanalysesofthepracticalaspectofbeautyinthe
educationprocessandleadtotheconclusionastotheactualityofVictorine’s
pedagogytoday.

The second study— Discussion on the existence of universals in Paul of 
Pyskowice’s autonomous question Utrumuniversaliasubsistant preserved in cod. 
BJ 1900byHannaWojtczakandKrystynaKrauze‑Błachowicz—investigates
PaulofPyskowice’s(†1467)approachtothedisputeovertheuniversals.After
a shortoverviewofhisuniversitycareerandphilosophicaloutput,itpresents
someremarksonthedoctrinepresentedinhiscommentaryontheIsagoge,and
concludeswiththestudyofhisautonomousquestionUtrum universalia sub
sistant,thatwasaddedtothesamecodexinwhichthementionedcommentary
ispreserved(BJ1900).

Alltheotherpapersoccurringinthemedievalsectionoftheissuepresent
thecriticaleditionsofa givenmedievaltext,preceededbya substantialintro‑
duction. The first isMonikaMansfeld’s paperAnonymous Oxonian dubita
tiones on Aristotle’s Desensuetsensato (Prague, Metropolitan Chapter, M. 80, 
ff. 131vb–132vb),whichcontainstheeditionoftheanonymousOxoniancom‑
mentaryon De sensu,composedca.1250.Thearticlepresentssomehistorical
informationconcerningtheonlysurvivingcopyofthework—itstimeand
placeofcompositionanda résumé ofitscontents—andsomeremarksonits
doctrine.Theeditedworkconsistsof12dubiaandisanintermediaryformof
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commentarybetweenexpositioandquaestiones.Ingeneral,theyallconcernthe
principlesofparticularsensesinanimals,butthefinaloneasksabouta funda‑
mentalproblem:whethertheskyiscoloured.

Thenextarticle isŁukaszTomanek’sThe anonymous Parisian prologue to 
Averroes’ Desubstantiaorbis from the end of the XIIIth century.Itdescribesthe
solecopyoftheeditedwork,Ms.Munich,BayerischeStaatsbibliothekClm.
14246,andpresentsa studyoftheworkitself.Moreover,itcomparestheedited
prologuewiththeparallelpassageofthecommentaryonDe substantia orbisby
FernandofSpain.

ThepaperbyKrzysztofM.Dąbrówka—Alexander Bonini of Alexandria’s 
commentum super tres libros Deanima Aristotelis—concernstheinitialpartof
AlexanderBonini’s (ca.1270–1314)commentaryonOn the soul.Theedited
prologueisbuiltonthequotationfromProverbs 19.2:“Desirewithoutknowl‑
edgeisnotgood”andrecommendsthestudyofAristotle’swork.Thecom‑
mentaryonlemma1consistsofexpositio indicatingthenecessityofthescience
ofthesouland5shortquestions.

The sequent paper byMichał Tadeusz Noworyta—Bartłomieja z  Jasła 
Pochwała logiki [Bartholomewof Jasło’s recommendationof logic]—con‑
siders oneofmanyuniversity sermonsbyBartholomewof Jasło (ca. 1370–
1406),preachedduringhisactivityattheUniversityofKrakow.Thisrecom‑
mendationoflogicisa peculiartextthatevolvedandwassupplementedbythe
author several times after its composition.Bartholomewemploys the entire
rainbowofancientandmedieval authorities,whichall revealshiserudition.
Amongthem, wecanfindAristotle,Seneca(andPs.‑Seneca),Boethius,Au‑
gustine,AllanofLille,ThomasAquinas,andtheso‑calledMetrista,tomen‑
tiononlya few,andthemostpeculiarseemstobethepoemGethathat—as
faras weknow—wasmerelyknowninKrakow.

MałgorzataKowalewska’spaper—Paul of Worczyn’s quaestiones super librum 
De respiratione et inspiratione from Aristotle’s Parva naturalia— deals with
a partofthecommentaryontheParva naturaliabyPaulofWorczyn(ca.1383–
ca.1430).Wecanfinda synopticreviewoftheseAristotle’streatisesthere,as
wellasdetailedremarksonPaulandhiswork.Worczyn’scommentarycontains
8questionsthatarecomposedaccordingtomedievalCracovianstandards,and
whatmakesitstandoutinthematterofmethodofexpositionisfinishingthe
questionwiththeblocksofdubiathatrecallPs.‑Aristotle’sProblemata.

Thenextpaper—Paul of Pyskowice’s autonomous question Utrumuniversalia
subsistant—byHannaWojtczakdealswiththequestionoftheexistenceof
universalswrittenbyPaulofPyskowice’s(†1467)ownhand,andwhichwas
insertedintothecodexBJ1900,containinghiscommentariesontheIsagoge
andtheCategories.Thequestionseemstobea peculiarworkthatindeedis
notlikehislogicalcommentaries,andherewithregardsbothtoitsstructure
andsubstance.
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Themedievalpartoftheissueendswitha paperbyMaciejStanek:Nicho
las Tempelfeld of Brzeg’s two redactions of PrincipiainTractatum PetriHispani. 
ItpresentstwoversionsoftheuniversitysermonbyNicholasTempelfeldof
Brzeg(ca.1400–1471),namelyhisopeninglectureonPeterofSpain’sSummu
lae logicales whichhegaveattheUniversityofKrakow,preservedinMs. Wro‑
claw,UniversityLibrary,cod.I Q380.Oneredactionofthesermonisa kind
ofdraftconsistingof7notabilia.Theotherisanelaboratedversionthatcon‑
tains the recommendationof logic, somegeneral logical problems, like the
causesanda subjectmatterofcommentedtext,andtheaccessustothefirstpart
oftheTractatus.

Theotherpapersintheissuearenotrelatedtotheleadingthemeofthe
issue.Thefirstoneofthisgroup:Kallikles i symetryzm. Polaryzacja polityczna 
jako ujarzmianie „sprawiedliwego z natury”[Calliklesandsymmetrism.Political
polarizationastaming“thefairbynature”]byAnnaCzepieldevelopsa posi‑
tion—referredtoassymmetrism—thatwouldbeableto gobeyondtheusual
patternofpolarizedpoliticaldebateinPoland.Accordingtotheauthor,this
positioncanbeconsideredasa continuationofCallicles’solutionspresentedin
Plato’sdialogueGorgias.ThesecondpaperbyTomaszFemiakisentitledPróba 
„odczarowania” teorii wielości rzeczywistości Leona Chwistka — kontekst history
czny [Anattemptto“disenchant”LeonChwistek’stheoryofthemultiplicityof
realities:a historicalcontext].Chwistek’stheoryofthepluralityofrealityis,as
Femiakemphasizes,oneofmanytheoriesofthistypeconstructedatthesame
time,tryingtosolvetheproblemofa uniformimageofrealitythatappeared
inthecontextofthedevelopmentofscienceattheturnofthe20thcentury.
In this perspective,Chwistek turnsout tobeboth a  critical rationalist and
a criticalpluralistwhotacklesthekeyissuesofhisera.Thelastpaperinthis
sectionisTotal helplessness: A critical reconstruction of the concept of enlightenment 
in the philosophy of Uppaluri Gopal KrishnamurtibyRobertTrochonowicz.The
importanceofthephilosophyofUppaluriGopalKrishnamurti (1918–2007)
lies,asTrochonowiczemphasizes,inthefactthatitisoneofthefewpositions
createdbyEasternthinkersinwhicha criticaldiscussionwiththetraditional
conceptofenlightenmentwasundertaken.U.G.Krishnamurtitriestocapture
anddescribethisreligiousphenomenonfromtheperspectiveofthenatural‑
isticparadigm.FromthepointofviewofthehistoryofEasternphilosophy,
hisconceptemphasizingthephysiologicalaspectofthisphenomenonishighly
innovative.

Thenextcolumnoftheissuecontainsa reportonthevisualartcollection
WA(Y)ST(O)EDFREEDOMexhibited in theCentrala—ArtGalleryand
CreativeSpaceinBirmingham,UnitedKingdom,5th–25thNovember2021.It
isentitledArt exhibition report: Strategies of the unreliable narrator, or national
ity, patriotism, ethnicity in artistic feminist discourses.Theauthors—UrszulaUla
ChowaniecandAnnaFrątczak—discussMałgorzataDrohomirecka’sseriesof
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works,Polonia 2020,whichconsistsofcollagesthatdeconstructandreinter‑
pretpatrioticsymbolism,nationalmythsandsocialstereotypes.

Thelastcolumnoftheissuecontainstworeviews.ThefirstonebyPaweł
Sznajderconcernsthebook:Mariusz Oziębłowski,Redukcja metafizyki. Stanisław 
Ignacy Witkiewicz i ponowoczesna transformacja paradygmatyczna[Reductionof
metaphysics.StanisławIgnacyWitkiewiczandthepostmodernparadigmatic
transformation].Thelastisa reviewofthePolishtranslationofthebook:Eric 
R. Kandel,The disordered mind: what unusual brains tell us about ourselvesby
MagdalenaReuter.
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