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Introduction to the issue:  
Faces of domination

Thepresentissueisdevotedtothephenomenonofdomination.Individuals,
nations,andstatestrytoruleoverothers.Whentheyfeelstronger,theywant
to turn their strength intopower.When they feel superior, theyusurp the
moralrighttoruleovertherest.Whentheyfeelfrustrated,theybreakoutinto
actsofaggression.Whentheyareafraid,theyattack,inordertoforestallan
attackbyanallegedenemy.Whentheybelieveintheirownmissiontosavethe
world,theyembarkonideologicalcrusades.Theycompeteforprioritybecause
theydon’tknowanybetterprocessesforbuildingrelationships.

Dominationtakesmanyfaces.Itstartswithdisregardandarrogance.Then
thereisanescalationofhostility:contemptfortheweaker,hatred,aggression
andviolence.Socialconflictsandthedeteriorationofthepublicspherefurther
leadtoacrisisofdemocracy,anincreaseinthepopularityofpopulistmove‑
ments,andevenwar.Theenvironment,ontheotherhand,observesthestrug‑
gleforleadershipandsurprisinglyoftenacceptsthelanguageofdomination
andthepower‑basedsocialhierarchy.Theauthorsofthearticlesinthevolume
analyzetheabovephenomena.Theyarelookingforanswerstoquestionsabout
thesourcesofbothdominationandthephilosophicalfascinationwithforce
andsocialconsenttoviolence.Readingtheirstatementsrevealsa vastpanorama
ofviewsandawealthoftheoreticalapproaches.Dominationisconsideredin
thevolumefrommanyperspectives:philosophical,sociological,psychological
andpoliticalscience.Thereareanumberofdiagnoses,sometimesalsoassess‑
mentsandrecommendations.

Inthecurrentissuewepresenteightarticlesaddressingtheleadingtheme.
JanuszMajcherekshowstherelationshipbetweenphilosophyandrealpolitics
basedonforce:itrevealsphilosophers’dreamsofpoliticalagencyandpower.
Theauthoralsoshowstheviolent implicationsofmanyseemingly innocent
philosophical concepts, for example the classical definition of truth. Rafał
Wonicki,usingtheexampleofHannahArendt’stexts,considersthepossibility
offorgivenessforactsofviolenceinthepublicsphere.Heasks:Isitpossible
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toreconcilethevictimsandtheperpetrators,especiallywhenthecrimeswere
extremely cruel andmassive, suchasduring theSecondWorldWar?Won‑
ickiemphasizesthedifficulty,andsometimestheimpossibility,ofindividual
forgivenessinsuchsituation.Nevertheless,followingArendt,hepresentsthe
partieswiththeperspectiveofpoliticalreconciliation.Theauthorofthenext
paper,MaciejKałużareflectsonthepower‑forcerelationship.Wefearviolence
bythestate,buttheauthorasks, isanygovernment,basedonviolence‑free
methodsofgoverning,trustworthy?Kałużanotesthattherearepeaceful,dem‑
ocraticstrategiesforgainingpowerandgovernancethatshouldraiseourcon‑
cern,suchaspopulism.KatarzynaGuczalskaalsowarnsagainstpopulism.She
presentsthetheoryofembeddeddemocracybytheGermanpoliticalscientist
WolfgangMerkelwhoseesthreats tothesystemof liberaldemocracyfrom
globalcapitalism.Theincreaseinmaterialinequalitiesandtheoligarchizingof
politicscanleadtoarevoltbythelowerstrataofsocietyandavictoryforthe
populistforces.Then,liberaldemocracywillbereplacedbyilliberal(sovereign)
democracy,whichviolatestherightsofminorities,marginalizestheopposition
andrestrictscivilliberties.

Theauthorofthenextarticle,KatarzynaHaremska,referstoJean‑Jacques
Rousseau to discuss the dangerous consequences of naturalism.The author
pointsoutthattheapotheosisofnaturalhumaninclinationsleadstothelib‑
erationofthelowestinstincts.Thismeansthecultofstrengthandcontempt
forweakness.Transferringthelawsofnaturetohumansocietymeansthere‑
jectionoftheegalitarianideaandthereturntothepoliticalorderbasedonbio‑
logicallydeterminedinequalities.AnnaSzklarskareportsonChantalMouffe’s
viewsonliberaldemocracy.TheBelgianphilosophercriticizestheliberalideas
ofdeliberationandconsensus.Thus,rejectingtheideathatanagreementcan
leadtoanarchyandescalationofviolence.Toavoidthis,Mouffeproposesthat
thestateestablishinstitutionalchannelsfortheagonistexpressionofantago‑
nismsexistinginsociety.

ThefinaltwoarticlesdiscussingthethemeofFaces of dominationarecon‑
cernedwithwar.MonikaMazur‑Bubak,usingtheexampleofthecontempo‑
rarypropagandaactivitiesoftheRussianFederation,describesthephenomenon
of“warinthehead”,whichconsistsofarousinganatmosphereofuncertainty,
fear andhostility.The author compares the state of international relations,
achieved in this way, to the state of nature of ThomasHobbes.Whereas,
AdamWoźniakattemptstoestablishtheontologicalstatusofwar.Referring
tothefindingsofMargaretMead,heasks:Iswararealeventforwhichweare
doomed,orisitmerelyanaccidentaltechnicalinvention?Theauthorbelieves
thatresolvingthisissuewillhelpinchoosinganeffectivestrategytoprevent
armedconflicts.

Asidefromthistopic,someproblemswithanimalmoralityarediscussed
byAndrzejWaleszczyński.Theauthoraimstodiscussthecategoryofanimal
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moralityinthelightofcontemporaryscientificfindingsandtheories.Hecon‑
cludeswithanobservationthatthemainproblemwiththeongoingdebatesis
nottheverydefinitionofmoralitybutratherthepossibleconsequencestobe
impliedfromaspecificunderstandingofmorality.

NinaPutaładescribestherelationshipbetweendoctorandpatientaccord‑
ing to theholistic approach tomedical practice. It takes into consideration
notonlybiologicalbutalsopsychological,socialandspiritualaspectsofpa‑
tient’scondition.Thearticleemphasizestheimportanceofpartnershipmodel
inpatient’streatmenttoallowforquestionsandexpressionofdoubtsthatthe
patientmayhave.

Inthecolumn“ReviewArticlesandPolemics”therearetwotextsdevoted
totheoriginofaggression,referringtothefundamentalquestioninthiscon‑
text:whetherhumanaggressivenessisinnateorratheracquiredinthecourse
ofindividualdevelopment.EwaCzerwińska‑Jakimiukpresentsinterpretations
ofthephenomenonofaggression,whichdominateincontemporarypsychol‑
ogy— theories of instinct, libido and social learning.Whereas, Anastazja
Mołodecka discusses the source of aggression as it is explained by Joachim
Bauer,whoarguesthathumanaggressivebehaviouriscausedbypainresulting
fromthedeprivationofsocialneeds,fromthefeelingofloneliness,disregard,
discriminationandexclusion.Theauthorsofthethirdreviewpaper,Justyna
Tomczyk,offers somepolemicalcommentsonAndrzejDąbrowski’s recently
publishedbookOrigins, nature and functions of emotions. The background for 
reflection is Leon Petrażycki’s theory of emotions (Warszawa2019).Sheevaluates
Dąbrowski’spresentationofaninfluentialPolishphilosopherLeonPetrażycki
(1867–1931),consideredanimportantforerunnerofthepsychosocialtheory
oflaworlegalpsychologism,whoinitiatedalong‑lastingdebateontherole
andmeaningofemotions.

Inthenextcolumn,“PhilosOFFer’sLens”,whichismeantforlessformal,
essayist comments on the current topicsmadefrom a critical philosopher’s
pointofview,PawełSajdekpondersthequestionofwhetherIndianphiloso‑
phyisacknowledgedinPolishacademia.Hisessay,stronglyadvocatingforan
adequaterecognitionofnon‑Europeanphilosophicaltraditions,isfollowedby
abooknotebyPawełKłoczowski.

Katarzyna HAREMSKA*




